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Prescribed Fire Planned Next Week at Corn Creek 
on Desert National Wildlife Refuge 

 
Smoke at Corn Creek might be visible from U.S. 95 on the day of the burn 

 
LAS VEGAS ― The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is planning a prescribed burn the 
week of March 19, 2012, on the Desert National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). A large pile of 
vegetative debris (burn pile) at Corn Creek will be burned to remove a potential wildfire fuel 
source and clean up the area. 
 
The burn pile consists of approximately 75 cubic yards of woody vegetative debris left from 
clearing the area for installation of utilities that will serve the planned Desert NWR visitor center 
and headquarters building. The burn will be conducted by Service fire personnel. 
 
The exact timing of the fire depends on weather conditions; however, the Service does not 
expect the burn to impact air quality or public access to the wildlife refuge. Specific questions 
about the planned prescribed burn should be directed to Ross Wise at (702) 556-9695. 
 
The Desert NWR is approximately 23 miles north of Las Vegas on U.S. Highway 95. Signs on 
both the east and west sides of the highway mark the turnoff to the 4-mile gravel road leading to 
Corn Creek. The wildlife refuge was established May 20, 1936 for the conservation and 
development of wildlife resources, including the desert bighorn sheep. At 1.6 million acres, it is 
the largest national wildlife refuge in the continental United States.   
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, 
and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American 
people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 
scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and 
commitment to public service. 
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For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.cno, 
connect with our Facebook page at www.facebook.com /usfwspacificsouthwest, follow our 
tweets at http://twitter.com/USFWSPacSWest, watch our YouTube Channel at www.youtube. 
com/usfws, and download photos from our Flickr page at www.flickr.com/photos/usfws 
_pacificsw/. 
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